The "Great Compromise" was one of many issues that Congress faced. They also debated questions about trade (such as the "Commerce Compromise," which arose because northern states wanted to tax both imports and exports, while the southern states disagreed; the compromise allowed only imported goods to be taxed), the "Twenty-Years Compromise" (that stated that the legislative branch would leave slave trade untouched for twenty years, but then may impose taxes in 1808), and most notably the "Three-Fifths Compromise." Southern states did not want slaves to have rights, but did want slaves to be counted as part of their populace in order to increase the number a representatives they had in the House, particularly as the "Great Compromise" mandated that the number of congressional representatives in the lower house would be directly keyed to population. The "Three-Fifths Compromise" ultimately held that each enslaved man or woman would count as three-fifth of a person when calculating the number of a state's legislators.
Paterson went on to serve as governor of New Jersey and was appointed to the Supreme Court by George Washington. He died in 1806. Ironically, New Jersey would have been well served under the Virginia Plan. With 8.8 million residents in 2013, it is the eleventh most populous state in the country, with a total of fourteen electoral votes.
ACTIVITY:
Prior to class, print and cut out the boxes provided below with the state and number of delegates. Print out one for each student (it is okay to have more than one of each state-there are only 13 boxes below, so you might well have two "representatives" from each state). On the board, write a question about a topic students would find interesting. You may choose one of the suggestions below, or you can ask students to form their own. Regardless of which question you select, be sure that there are at least three possible "answers."
Number of delegates for each state at the 1787 Constitutional Convention
 What is the most important social media network (Facebook, Twitter, Instagram)?  What is the best game to play at recess?  What is the most popular show on television?
 Who is the best popular singer/performer?
1. At the start of class, ask students to stand up (if possible, move desks out of the way). Then hand each student a piece of folded paper. Tell them not to look at it.
Tell the students they will be voting with their feet. This means that when they vote, they will walk to a part of the room so it is clear how many of their classmates are voting with them.
2. Present the question to the class. Tell them choice A is on the left side of room, choice B is in the back, choice C is on the right.
3. After students have made their final choices, tally up how many students selected A, B, or C and write the number on the board so it is clear for everyone to see.
4. After the tally has been counted, ask students to open their papers, then tally up their votes based on the number of delegates they have from their designated "state."
5. Underneath the single vote tallies on the board, put the revised delegate vote tallies.
6. Ask students how they feel now that the numbers have changed. How did the change of value for each vote affect the outcome of the overall competition?
If time permits, repeat this exercise with two or three different questions.
FOLLOW-UP:
John Trumballs' The Signing of the Declaration of Independence is one of the best known images of the second Continental Congress, signed in the same room where William Paterson proposed in "The New Jersey Plan" eleven years later.
